11 November 2013

Luther advises Transport
Capital AG on the acquisition of
two bus companies from the
Abellio Group
Frankfurt a.M. – Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH advised
the Swiss transport company Transport Capital AG on the
acquisition of two bus companies in Hessen. The seller, the
Dutch Abellio Group, parted with its German bus business for
strategic reasons on 1 November 2013.
The transport companies, VM Verkehrsgesellschaft Mittelhessen
GmbH and Verkehrsgesellschaft Werner GmbH & Co. KG, as well as
an associated leasing company (ABELLIO Leasing GmbH) were all
sold on 31 October 2013.
The private Swiss company Transport Capital AG (Zug) is the
purchaser. The new owner intends to invest in the acquired
operations in order to grow the portfolio of public bus transport
contracts. The transaction helps to establish a platform from which to
continue the existing transport agreements and preserve the existing
jobs.
During the transaction, Luther's M&A and restructuring experts
worked closely with the transaction specialists from the international
consulting firm Alvarez & Marsal, who advised Transport Capital AG
on the financial due diligence and supported negotiations with
lenders."
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Background: the bus companies
VM
Verkehrsgesellschaft
Mittelhessen
GmbH
and
Verkehrsgesellschaft Werner GmbH & Co. KG are active in Hessen
and Baden-Württemberg. In both German federal states, the
transport service companies employ over 400 employees and have a
fleet of over 220 buses.
On behalf of Transport Capital AG
Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH, Frankfurt a.M./Leipzig:
Andrea Metz (Partner), Matthias Götz (Partner) (both Lead
Partners), Sebastian Ens, Saira Anjum Rashid (all Mergers &
Acquisitions), Nicole Fröhlich (Partner), Ulrich Siegemund (Partner),
Tilo Künstler (all Tax), Dr Kathrin Pietras (Partner), Nadine Ceruti
(both Employment), Karsten Köhler (Partner, Public Procurement),
Zvi Tirosh (Partner), Mirjam Frick (both Real Estate)

Brief Profile Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH
Luther is a leading German commercial law firm that offers comprehensive legal
and tax services. The full-service law firm employs over 350 lawyers and tax
advisors and is represented at 11 German economic centres and at important
investment locations and financial centres in Europe and Asia with international
offices in Brussels, Budapest, London, Luxembourg, Shanghai and Singapore. Our
clients are medium-sized enterprises and large corporations, as well as the public
sector.
Luther works closely with other commercial law firms in all the prevailing
jurisdictions worldwide. On the Continent, Luther is part of a group of independent
leading law firms who have worked together for many years on joint cross-border
projects. Luther is also the German member of Taxand, a global organisation of tax
advisory firms.
Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH is a law firm with a business approach: our
innovative awareness aspires us to provide our clients with customised legal advice
that addresses individual needs and delivers the greatest possible economic
benefit. Our lawyers and tax advisors have a solid understanding of interdisciplinary
matters and a wealth of experience in collaborating on complex tasks. Further
information is available at: www.luther-lawfirm.com
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