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Luther advises RAG AG on the
EU-wide award of a tunnel
construction project

Essen — Luther advised RAG Aktiengesellschaft on public
procurement law and construction contract law during the EU-
wide tendering process for a tunnel construction project for the
Ibbenbiren mine water drainage. After several rounds of
negotiations, the procedure was brought to a conclusion. It was
agreed not to disclose the amount of the contract.

After the end of hard coal mining in Germany, RAG AG has an eternal
task — it is responsible for the sustainable and environmentally
compatible operation of the abandoned sites. One of the most
important measures in this context is the construction of a new tunnel
about 7.4 km long and located at a depth of 63 metres to drain off
mine water in Ibbenbiiren. The construction project is currently one of
the most complex tunnel projects in Europe.

The mine water drainage tunnel saves considerable amounts of
energy and CO2, as electricity-intensive pumps can be dispensed
with, and thus represents a significant milestone in RAG AG's
sustainability strategy.

The construction time of the tunnel is estimated at about 3.5 years. A
complex tunnelling system is being used, which was optimised
especially for the project. The procedure for awarding this high-
volume construction contract was correspondingly complex. Only
bidding consortia - composed of the largest German construction
companies - were involved in the procedure.

The award of the contract at the beginning of October 2021 marked

the end of the ten-month negotiated procedure with a preliminary
competition for RAG AG.
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Jurgen Kunz, division manager and project manager at RAG AG, said:
"The Luther team, led by Dr Stefan Mager, provided us with excellent
legal and strategic advice throughout the entire award procedure and
took on the role of external awarding authority. Our high demands on
legal project management were fully met."

About RAG Aktiengesellschaft:

RAG Aktiengesellschaft (formerly Ruhrkohle AG) was founded on 27
November 1968 as a consolidation company of the German coal
mining industry. The mining shares of 25 companies were merged into
it. Together with the RAG Foundation, which has ensured the
financing of the eternal tasks since 2019, RAG fulfils its long-term and
sustainable responsibility from the mining sector. In doing so, the
company can draw on many years of experience and world-leading
expertise in post-mining.

Mine water management is one of the most important future tasks of
RAG Aktiengesellschaft. The mine water concepts for the Ruhr area,
the Saarland and the Ibbenbiren region take into account above all
ecological aspects, but also meet economic criteria.

On behalf of RAG Aktiengesellschaft (RAG AG):
Luther, Public Procurement Law: Dr Stefan Mager (Partner & Lead),
Katharina Franke (Associate), Matthias Mehlwitz, LL.M. (Associate),

Nawid Farajzadeh (Associate)

Luther, Real Estate & Construction: Alexander Bongartz (Senior
Assaciate)

Other law firms involved on the bidder side:

Leinemann & Partner: Dr Eva-D. Leinemann, LL.M., Marco Michael
Hohensee, LL.M.

Kapellmann & Partner: Prof. Dr. Jochen Markus, Dr. Marcus Hodl,
Julia Herdy

Brief profile Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH

Luther is a leading German commercial law firm that offers comprehensive legal and
tax advice. The full-service law firm employs over 420 lawyers and tax advisors and
is represented in ten German economic hubs as well as with ten of its own
international offices in key investment locations and financial centres in Europe and
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Asia. Its clients include medium-sized enterprises and large corporations, as well as
the public sector.

Luther works closely with other commercial law firms in all the prevailing jurisdictions.
Luther is a founding member of unyer (www.unyer.com), a global organisation of
leading professional services firms that cooperate exclusively with each other.

Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH is a law firm with a business approach: our
innovative awareness aspires us to provide our clients with customised legal advice
that addresses individual needs and delivers the greatest possible economic benefit.
All of Luther’s lawyers and tax advisors have a solid understanding of interdisciplinary
matters and a wealth of experience in collaborating on complex tasks. Luther was
named “Law Firm of the Year 2019” by the German legal publisher JUVE. Further
information is available at: www.luther-lawfirm.com
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