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European Court of Human Rights upholds
collective bargaining unity

Berlin, 14.07.2022 — The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) found that the
German Collective Bargaining Unity Act does not violate the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR). Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft represented Deutsche Bahn
and the employers' association AGV MOVE as third parties.

The ECtHR ruled on complaints by trade unions and trade union members against the
Federal Republic of Germany on 5 July 2022. The German law on collective bargaining (8
4a TVG) does not violate the European freedom of association (Art. 11 ECHR). It can
therefore continue to be applied at Deutsche Bahn. In 2017, the Federal Constitutional Court
had already ruled that the provision was constitutional, and the legislature subsequently
amended it again.

Luther had represented Deutsche Bahn on this issue in the past both before the Federal
Constitutional Court and in dozens of proceedings before labour courts.

On behalf of Deutsche Bahn/AGV MOVE:

Luther, Labour Law (Berlin): Prof. Dr. Robert von Steinau-Steinriick (Partner), Dr Paul
Gooren (Partner).Luther

Deutsche Bahn/AGV MOVE in-house: Florian Weh (General Manager AGV MOVE), Carsten
Schroéter (Head of Association and Litigation Representation AGV MOVE)

Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH

Luther is a leading German commercial law firm that offers comprehensive legal and tax advice. The full-service
law firm employs over 420 lawyers and tax advisors and is represented in ten German economic hubs as well
as with ten of its own international offices in key investment locations and financial centres in Europe and Asia.
Its clients include medium-sized enterprises and large corporations, as well as the public sector.

Luther works closely with other commercial law firms in all the prevailing jurisdictions. Luther is a founding
member of unyer (www.unyer.com), a global organisation of leading professional services firms that cooperate
exclusively with each other.
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https://www.luther-lawfirm.com/en/newsroom/press-releases/detail/collective-bargaining-dispute-with-gdl-deutsche-bahn-fights-off-dozens-of-preliminary-injunction-proceedings-with-luther

Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH is a law firm with a business approach: our innovative awareness aspires
us to provide our clients with customised legal advice that addresses individual needs and delivers the greatest
possible economic benefit. All of Luther’s lawyers and tax advisers have a solid understanding of interdisciplinary
matters and a wealth of experience in collaborating on complex tasks. Luther has been named “Law Firm of the
Year: Germany 2021” and also “European Law Firm of the Year 2021” by The Lawyer, one of the most well-
known legal magazines worldwide. Further information is available at: www.luther-lawfirm.com.
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